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Abstract

Aims of this study were to investigate: (1) basic information concerning socio-economic
status of the members of pest management community center, (2) members' knowledge on the
operation of the center and pest management, (3) participation of the members in center
operation, (4) opinions of the members on how the center operated and (5) members' problems
and suggestions on center operation One hundred and sixty-three farmers were purposively and
simple randomly selected as studied population out of 390 farmers registered in the project on
farmers' risk reduction from plant disease outbreak in year 2015 from 13 pest management
community center. Constructed interviews, small group discussions were used to collect data from
members in pest management community centers which received the excellent, good and
moderate evaluations in year 2015 study found that: (1) more than half of the members were
female, the average age was 55.66 years old and completed 6 years in elementary school. Most of
them were members of groups or institutes involving in agriculture such as Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives. The average land holding of these members was 26.47 rai with the major
activity of rice production. The average of agricultural income was 203,052.76 baht per year while
the average expenditure on agricultural activities was 107,408.19 baht per year, most of them use
personal saving to invest. (2) Members had knowledge and understanding in "high" level concerning
the operation of the center and pest management. However, they were still lack of the knowledge
for pest inspection in pest outbreak forecast field. They received information through the training in
group activities on "average" level followed by personal communication from the agricultural
extensionists, however, the knowledge gained from mass media was in the "low" level. (3) Members
of the center were highly participated in the transfer of integrated pest management knowledge,
particularly, in the training and producing bioproducts. They were also participated in publicizing the
knowledge but the participation in network connection was still lacking. (4) Studied members gave
"totally agreed" as their opinions on the general context of center operation. They were totally
agreed with the objectives of the center, followed by the composition of the center, the role of the
Department of Agricultural Extension with the center and the guideline for operation of the center,
respectively. (5) The lack of an ability to diagnose pests and identify pest natural enemies were the
problems found in this study. The members' suggested that they need to increase their knowledge
and practice with both examples and real life situations, focus on knowledge transfer by practicing

and promote network connection.

Keywords: Guideline for development, Operation, Community Pest Management Centers
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